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Message Text 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

PAGE 01 GENEVA 03094 272006Z 
ACTION STR-07 

INFO OCT-01 AF-10 IO-13 ISO-OO STRE-00 ARA-10 EA-10 
EUR- 12 NEA-10 OIC-02 AGRE-00 CEA-01 CIAE-00 
COME-OO DODE-OO EB-08 FRB-03 H-01 INR-10 INT-05 
L-03 LAB-04 NSAE-00 NSC-05 PA-01 CTME-00 AID-05 
SS-15 ITC-01 TRSE-00 USIA-06 SP-02 SOE-02 OMB-01 
DOE-11 /159W 

054100 272007Z/45 

P 271916Z FEB 78 
FM USMISSION GENEVA 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC PRIORITY 6529 
INFO AMEMBASSY CAPE TOWN 
AMEMBASSY PRETORIA 


LIMITED OFFICIAL USE GENEVA 03094 

USMTN 

ACTION STR PASS ELECTRONICALLY 

CAPE TOWN FOR EMBASSY 

STR PASS CODEL 

EO 11652: N/A 

TAGS: ETRD, GATT. MTN 

SUBJECT: U.S./SOUTH AFRICAN BILATERAL FEB. 23. 1978 

1 . US DEL (MOORE) MET WITH SOUTH AFRICAN MTN DELS (LOWRY 
AND PIENAAR) TO DISCUSS US OFFER ON AGRICULTURAL AND 
NON-AGRICULTURAL TARIFFS. SOUTH AFRICANS HAVE ANALYZED 
US OFFER IN SOME DETAIL AND APPEARED TO BE SATISIFED WITH 
QUALITY OF OFFER. WE POINTED OUT THAT US EXCEPTIONS AND 
PARTIAL CUTS ON TARIFFS ON IMPORTS FROM SOUTH AFRICA ARE 
MINIMAL AND OVERALL TRADE- WEIGHTED REDUCTION IS ABOUT 47 
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

PAGE 02 GENEVA 03094 272006Z 

PERCENT. 

2. SOUTH AFRICANS RESPONDED TO US QUERY ABOUT TIMING OF 
THEIR OWN OFFER BY CITING PROTRACTED INTERNAL DISCUSSIONS 
ON DEPTH OF CUT. LOWRY INDICATED THAT SOUTH AFRICAN OFFER 
UNLIKELY TO BE AVAILABLE UNTIL MIDDLE OR END OF MARCH. 

US DEL STRESSED URGENCY OF EARLY ENGAGEMENT IN SUBSTANTIVE 
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NEGOTIATIONS AND POINTED OUT THAT SOUTH AFRICA HAD 
RECEIVED DETAILED US REQUEST LIST IN JANUARY. AGREEMENT 
WAS REACHED THAT INTERIM WORK PROGRAM PENDING SOUTH 
AFRICAN OFFER WOULD CONSIST OF CONTINUED CLARIFICATION OF 
US OFFERS AND US REQUESTS. 

3. SOUTH AFRICANS INDICATED THAT THEY WOULD NOT BE 
NEGOTIATING IN THE MTN ON BEHALF OF SOUTH WEST AFRICA. 

THAT COUNTRY IS TO BECOME FULLY INDEPENDENT LATER IN 
1978 AND SOUTH AFRICA IS NOT CARRYING OUT ANY REPRESENTA- 
TION ROLE IN THE MTN. 

4. DRAFTED BY MOORE. MCDONALD 


LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 


NNN 
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